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MORAL INQUIRY. 


H E holy pſalmiſt, as if particu- 
larly deſirous to awaken and en- 
force man to a ſelf- examination 

into his nature and conſequence, hath, re- 
peatedly, propoſed to his moral conſidera- 
tion the greateſt. queſtion that ever was 
aſked: © Lo RD, What is man, that Thou 
haſt ſuch reſpe& unto him? or the ſon of 
man, that Taov ſo regardeſt him *?” The 
bare interrogation confers on man the 
higheſt honour he is capable of receiving; 
the acknowledged friendſhip of his Gop: 
and the anſwer, on a right underſtanding, 
will furniſh him with all the knowledge 
he has occaſion to poſſeſs, the knowledge 
of himſclf. But then it will require to 
be ad and fully diſcuſſed, and ex- 
A plained; 
* Plalm CXLIV, z. 
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plained; or that glorious and uſeful in- 


formation, which might otherwiſe be de- 


duced from it, will be loſt in the moſt 
mortifying error. For a common and ſu- 
perficial reading of the queſtion, inſtead 
of firing the ſoul into a blaze of grati- 
tude, for ſuch marvellous condeſcenſion 
in ALMIGHTY goodneſs, is apt to miſ- 
lead our underſtanding, by filing our 
minds with a falſe idea of our own little- 
neſs. And which reflection, for want of 
a true and perfect knowledge of our na- 
ture, 1s very often, 1n religious declama- 
tion, carried into downright ſcandal and 
abuſe; and that by way of magnifying 
the DEITY, and repreſenting to man a 
lively picture of himſelf. Is then the 
ALMIGHTY ſo limited and dependent in 
His exalted EMINENCE, that man's be- 
ing trampled through the earth would 


raiſe the GopHEAPD higher into the hea- 


vens? No. For, as the MAKER of all things 
is INFINITE in his attributes, the di- 
ſtance between HI and His creature will 


appear equally great and wonderful; or, 
n o 
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to a juſt ſpeculation, incomparably more 
ſo, though we ſhould do the juſtice to 
humanity, to place it in that honourable 


point of view, which, we hope, a moral 


inquiry into the natural worth and dig- 
nity of man ſhall prove it intitled to. 
For, inſtead of putting him out of con- 
ceit with himſelf, by decrying his nature, 
we ſhall, contrary to general cuſtom, ra- 
ther endeavour to inſpire him with an 
high, but a juſt idea of his true worth 
and importance; as a much better me- 
thod, in our hymble opinion, of filling 
his mind with noble ſentiments, and exci- 
ting that grateful obedience, and manly 
reſpect, which he owes both his MAKER 
and himſelf. For neither Saint David, 
in the words juſt quoted, nor any other 
of the ſacred writers, would preſume to 
turn the workmanſhip of HraveNn into 
ridicule and contempt; and therefore, 


whenever the ſcripture ſpeaks ſlightingly 


of man, that worm of duſt, and graſs 
of the field, it is only to be underſtood 


with 
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with reſpect of the DEITY, and as he 
ftands oppoſed to IN TIN ITE PERFEC- 
TION, In all other reſpects, it treats him 
as a being, fearfully and wonderfully made ! 
Whom Gop created buta little lower than 
the angels, and crowned with glory and ho- 
nour! A creature who partakes the power 
and glory of OMNIPOTENCE; for in Him 
we live, and move, and have our being; 
nay, are even commanded to follow His 
example, and be holy as H is holy. A 
divine injunction, which never would have 
been impoſed on man, had the eye of Al- 
MIGHTY creation beheld him in a deſpi- 
cable light. 


THERE is no reaſon, which I can Tee, 
why man muſt be run down to make him 
humble; nay, perhaps, it may rather pro- 
duce the contrary effect, and render him 
more haughty and aſpiring ; as generous 
ſouls ſtruggle moſt to riſe, the more they 
are depreſſed. Nay, doth not common 
obſervation experience a thouſand daily 
inſtances of modeſty and affability in our 

| | ſuperiors, | 
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ſaperiors, and the utmoſt arrogance and 
conceit in thoſe beneath us? So that, it is 
not only injuſtice done our nature, but a 
labour loſt, to attempt, by railing at huma- 
nity, to induce men to entertain a mean o- 
pinion of themſelves; or, ſuppoſe they 
did, humility would not be the conſe- 
quence. For a man may be ſenſible of 
his worthleſſneſs, and yet be as proud as 
Beelzebub. No: It 1s the noble ſoul, 
joined to a thorough knowledge of our- 
ſelves, which produceth humility: Little 


minds are always proud. Nay more, in- 
gratitude, avarice, envy, revenge, and al- 
moſt all the vices incident to humanity, are 
the reſult, the infallible figns and conſe- 
quence of a little mind. And therefore, 
to perſuade man into a mean opinion of 
himſelf, would rather be attended with ill 
than good effect. Nay, even humility it- 
ſelf, if thus. degenerated, (it may, with pro- 
priety, be termed ſo, ) is, in little minds, 
rather abjectneſs than virtue. Add to all 
which; the more you endeavour to leſſen 
a man in his own eſtimation, the more, 
in 
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in his opinion, you leflen his obligation 
to his MAKER; and conſequently weaken 
his acknowledgments. Whereas, ſhew a 
man what a noble being he is, and what 
glorious honours are deſigned him; his 
future emoluments, his Chriſtian ex- 
pectation and advantage, convince him of 
his full value, and make him ſet a juſt 
price on himſelf ; and his gratitude will 
riſe in proportion to the debt, and fin 
appear more ſcandalous, as you mag- 
nify his nature! 


To which end, the whole buſineſs of 
the following diſcourſe ſhall be, To ſhew 
man the neceſſity and advantage of know- 
ing himſelf ; and without which he can 
never ſupport his exalted ſtation, with ſui- 
table dignity, or give a ſatisfactory an- 
{wer to the demand in queſtion : LokD, 
When I conſider Thy heavens, the work 
of Tu fingers, the moon and the ſtars 
which THoU haſt ordained : What is man 
that THou art mindful of him? and the 


| ſon of man that THov viſiteſt him“? 


Fnow 


* Pſalm VIIL 3. 4. 
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Know thyſelf, though the moſt con- 
ciſe, and ſeemingly moſt eaſy, 1s, perhaps, 
the hardeſt leſſon that ever was delivered 
the children of men. More difficult, 
perhaps, than for the blind to cleanſe their 
eyes of beams, or the phyſician to cure 
himſelf ; and yet, as neceſlary as difficult. 
No prejudice being equal to one in favour. 
of ourſelves, . or any miſtake half ſo dan- 
gerous ; and therefore, as ſelf-conqueſt is 
the greateſt victory, 10 ſelf-knowledge is 
the greateſt, that 1s, the moſt beneficial 
wiſdom. So highly were theſe two words, 
„% Know thyſelf,” revered by the Heathen 
Mythologiſts, that they cauſed them, like 
the ten commandments of Moſes, to be 
written on a table of ſtone, and prefixed 
to the temple of Wiſdom. They are a 


Bible in themſelves, and comprehend all 
the morals of yirtue and humanity; and, 


though a full poſſeſſion of this know- 
ledge cannot always inforce a performance 


of our duty; yet does it never fail, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, to point out the obliga- 
tion; that is, whatever the laws of Gop or 


nature 
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nature command to be done. Man's 
knowledge of himſelf gives a reaſon for 
doing it. Love the LoRD with all thy 
heart and ſtrength, ſaith the firſt and 
great commandment, Why, aſketh man ? 
becauſe, anſwereth ſelf-knowledge, you 
cannot do leſs for your MAKER and PRE- 
SERVER. Thus ſelf- knowledge becomes 
the great expoſitor of Gop's holy word; 
and man might as well think of ſailing 
round the globe, without the help of a 
compaſs, as attempt to read the ſcriptures 
without this knowledge of himſelf: It is 
the grand regulator of all human conduct 
and proceedings; without which, it is im- 
poſſible for any one to keep due time or 
motion; he muſt run retrograde, and vary: 
For man, like the earth he ſtands on, has 
his proper circle or ſphere of movement 
aſſigned him; to ſtep out of Which, 
whether by aſcenſion or deſcenſion; that 
is, whether by meanneſs or preſumption ; 
is equal error and deſtruction. The man 
ſtruct dead for imitating Jove's thunder, 
did not ſoar higher above his ſphere, than 

he 
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he who is guilty of uncleanneſs, ſinks 
himſelf beneath it. But ſure, the cor- 
ruption of individuals is no reproach to 
the whole ſpecies, much leſs: to human na- 
ture itſelf: Otherwiſe, the fall of Lucifer 
and his friends, would, by a parity of ar- 
gument, throw equal, if not ſuperior, 
cenſure and diſgrace on all the angelic 
inhabitants of heaven. But that is not the 
caſe; and therefore, it is as certain, that 
man may ſpeak too lowly of himſelf, as it 
is impoſſible for him to think too highly of 
his Mak ER. Nor can I ſee, how the 
CREATOR's glory is advanced by a defa- 
mation of his creature. Can a diminu- 
tive deſcription of a performance magni- 
fy the reputation of the artiſt? as well 
might we call the temple of Solomon a 
ruſtic hovel, and think we paid the archi; 
tect who raiſed it a great compliment, 
On the contrary, the more praiſe, within 
the bounds of modeſt juſtice, we allow the 
creature, the. greater honour we acknow- 
ledge due to the CREATOR. Greater the 
work, greater the hand which formed it: 

ix B Mare 
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More noble the ſubject, more glorious the 
monarch ! And conſequently, it is not on- 
ly inhuman, but profane, to depreciate 
and vilify an immortal production, which 
ALMIGHTY wiſdom and power have ta- 
ken ſuch unwearied pains about! And, 
though exaltation be promiſed him who 
humbleth himſelf ; yet is there great dif- 
ference between - humility and debaſe- 
ment. Nor is it either divine command, 
or human duty, that man ſhould think 
little, but rightly, of himſelf, 


Ir is certain, that man, compared to 
the DEIT x, is, if poſſible, much leſs than 
nothing: And therefore, when I meditate 
the glorious ATTRIBUTES and PERFEC- 
TIONs of the GopHEaD! when I con- 
template the effulgent Ma jEST V of hea- 
ven ! enthroned in H1s ineffable purity 
and ſtate! And drop on a ſudden into my- 
ſelf; I am conſtrained to exclaim with 
the Centurion: LokD, I am not worthy 
THovu ſhouldeſt enter under my roof. 

What! Almighty glory ! Sovereign of eter- 


mty ! ' 
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2ity / and MAKER of all things! pay me 
a viſit! the poor corrupted duſt of a 
dark obſcure corner ! Incredible truth! 
Goodneſs almoſt as infinite in condeſcen- 
ſion, as HIMSELF is infinite in heighth ! 
And what, were it not my duty to believe, 
would even be profaneneſs to imagine. 
But then, when I reflect what mighty 
things have been done for me! My immor- 
tal expectations, and heavenly reverſions ! 
How divinely favoured and allied! When 
I trace my origin, from the immediate 
offspring of the great JEHovan! a cho- 
{en veſſel of His own created matter! 
Formed by His own right hand, and a- 
nimated with a beam of His own im- 
mortal SpIRIT! When, with a mental 
retroſpeR, I look back into paradiſe, and 
there behold my firſt progenitors in friend- 
ly walk and converſe with their Gop! 
While all creation, by Diving command, 
ſeem to bow obedient to their earthly 

lord! When I ſee angels and archangels 
deſcending on a thouſand meſſages from 
heaven to man; and evenGop HiMsELF ! 


the 
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the Lo RD of hoſts ! Fighting the battles, 
and avenging the wrongs of my fore- 
fathers! When I take a ſurvey of hu- 
man productions and diſcoveries; from 
the ſtately bark, which, like the proud le- 


viathan, takes its paſtime in the deep, 


down to the rein and bit, which tame and 
break the fiery ſteed to the will and uſe 
of man! From the bright tube, which 
pierces through the clouds, down to the 
dark combuſtible, which rends the rock! 


the liberal art ! the philoſophic lore ! the 


depth of ſcience ! the numberleſs uſeful ! 
learned ! graceful acquirements! which lie 
within the reach of man: From the po- 
liſhed ſcholar who treads a court, . down 
to the ſkilful hind who tills the glebe: 
When, with an eye of equal boaſt and 
grief, I view the only Sox of eternity, 
(born in my very likeneſs, and not aſha- 
med to call me brother,) weep! ſuffer! bleed! 
and die for me! When 1 reflet on the 
immortal crown His victories intitle me 
to! how, from very infancy, I was con- 
ſecrated a living temple for His everlaſt- 


ing 
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ing abode! I cannot but look upon man, in 
that light, as a being of dignity, conſe- 
quence, and power! under whoſe feet the 
Gop of nature hath ſubjected all things, 


and ſet him over the works of Hrs hands! 


even, at preſent, but little inferior to an- 


gels, and ſpeedily to be advanced on a le- 
vel with the higheſt! 


Lo RD, What is man, that THo ſhould- 
eſt magnify him? that Thou ſhouldeſt 
ſet THINE heart upon him; and viſit him 
every morning * ? Interrogatories, cer- 
tainly, never intended to create in man a 
mean opinion of Humanity, but rather to 
fill him with grateful amazement, at the 
wonderful power and goodneſs of Omni- 
potence ! For, if man, by nature, were a 
low, or ſcandalous being, it would throw 
a reflection on DriviniTy, not only for 


creating, but magnifying, loving, reſpect- 


ng, VISITING him. So that, inſtead of 


calling it an unbecoming pride, to think 
highly of humanity, let us proclaim it an 


ignorant 


* Job VII, I7, 18. 
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ignorant injuſtice to think otherwiſe. For 
a proper and thorough contemplation and 
knowledge of the ſubject, will prove it a 
queſtion not to be anſwered, but by the 
moſt exalted notes of ſelf- admiration! Li- 
ſten to that great maſter of nature, the in- 
ſpired Shakeſpear; and hear him, in an ex- 
ploſion of aſtoniſhment, delineate the ex- 
cellence of his nature, in a rapturous 
ſtrain of heavenly panegyric! What a 
piece of work is man! How noble in rea- 
ſon! How infinite in faculties! In form 
and movement, how expreſs and admira- 
ble! In action, how like an angel! In ap- 
prehenſion, how like a Gop! The beauty 
of the world! the parragon of animals 
Thus inſtructed to reply; now, let us 
aſk, What is man ? While Chriſtian exul- 
tation re-echoes the query, and purſues 
the thought through a ſeries of reflection, 
until the ſoul arrive at a luxury of ſatis- 


faction! What is man? Why, a being 


called by ALMIGHTY Fiat out of no- 
thing! raiſed and enobled by his diſtin 


 guiſhing favours on earth, and meant (in- 


expreſſible 
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expreſſible honour l) His eternal compa- 
nion in the joys and glories of the hea- 
ven of heavens! A being, in whom the 
LokD hath pleaſure, and in whoſe praiſe 
our Gop hath confeſſed H1iMsELF honour- 


ed! Immortal compliment !—Hear it! 


Glory!—Exult !—Triumph! O! man! 
and laud and thank thy MAKER with ne- 
ver-ceaſing adoration! For the Gop ofhea- 
ven hath confeſſed HiMsELF honoured in 
thy praiſe! whoſe general welfare 1s hea- 
ven's peculiar care, and who, henceforth, 
ſhall not be called ſervant, but (O glori- 
ous appellation!) FRIEND of the MosT 
HicHEsT! whom Gop the CREATOR 
has endowed with capabilities to receive 
and enjoy His all-gracious favours ! 
From whom the FATHER will not hide 
the thing which HE doth, and to whom 
the Sox hath made known all which 
HE hath heard of the FaTHER! whom 
the FATHER hath promiſed his utmoſt 
. deſire, and whom the Sox hath requeſted 
to aſk, and receive, that his joy may be 
full! Whom the Fa T HER ſo loyeth, that 


—4 
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HE gave His only BEGOTTEN to anſwer 
for his offences, and for whoſe redemp- 
tion the So has as freely offered up Hiu- 
SELF! In whom the HoLyY Gos r, the 
CoMFORTER, hath choſen to abide! 
and whom the THREE GREAT ALMIGH- 
TIES in TRINITY ſeem to contend, with 
united emulation, wHICH ſhall moſt o- 
blige with the higheſt marks of their im- 
mortal honours! 


Tris is to Know ourſelves ; and this 
is a knowledge will never fail to ſhew us 
our duty to Gop, our neighbour, and 
ourſelves, It muſt, rightly underſtood, 
and properly conſidered, fill our hearts 
and ſouls with all the humility, gratitudgg 
love, praiſe, and adoration, which an hap- 
py being can pay its divine CREATOR! 
and inſpire us with that becoming pride, 
not to do any thing which may ſtain or 
debaſe our exalted nature! For how can a 
man but be humble, who 1s fully convin- 
ced, that himſelf, and all he poſſeſſes, en · 
tirely depend on another? And how can 

he 
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he chuſe but be proud, when he knows, 
that other 1s no leſs than the ALMIGHTY 
HiMSELF! But then, a knowledge of 
- himſelf will ſo moderate that pride, and 
ſo ſupport that humility, that he will nei- 
ther dare to offend his MaK ER, by any 
preſumptuous tranſgreſſion, nor diſgrace 
himſelf by a mean one. 


Ix is true, man's immoralities are, in 
fact, rather owing to a wilful indul- 
gence of his corrupt inclinations, than 
to any ignorance of his duty. But 
then, though a want of knowing himſelf 
may not be the immediate cauſe of of- 
fence; yet a rational portion of that know-' 
ledge, operating on the mind, like a lively 
faith, may be the ſure means of avoiding 
it. Indeed, there be ſome who go aſtray 
with their eyes open, like people who 
walk in their ſleep; but then, thoſe are 
eyes which the goſpel condemns for want 
of ſight; eyes which ſee not. For I am 
fully convinced, that a man, who 1s truly 
ſenſible . of his obligations to HEAVEN, 

| C his 
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his natural worth and dignity ; that re- 
verential reſpect and moral conduct due 
and befitting a creature ſo highly born 
and endowed, ſetting D1iviNE prohibi- 
tion and commandment entirely aſide, 
can never live in the practice of fin. I 
grant you, as man is naturally frail, and 
not yet arrived to a ſtate of perfection, 
that the very beſt of men, and ſuch as 
have ſwallowed moſt of the Tree of Know- 
ledge, may ſometimes be ſurpriſed or pro- 
voked, to forget themſelves : Humanum eſt 
errare; et nemo mortalium omnibus horis 


ſapit. It is natural for man to err; and 


no one is wiſe at all times. But then, 


they will as ſuddenly recollect and depart 


from their iniquities; that is, their tranſ- 
greſſions will be more momentary, and 
leſs frequent ; and they not only ſorry to 
have diſpleaſed their Maker, but alſo a- 
ſhamed to have demeaned themſelves ; 


not hating fin ſo much on account of any 


worldly thame or puniſhment, or any evil 
conſequence attendant on it here, as be- 
cauſe it is offenſive to Gop, abominable 

in 
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in :t/elf, and unbecoming his own great- 
xc/s, For ſo odious is fin to Gop, that 
HE died to deſtroy it! So frightful in it- 
ſelf, that, as the poet divinely ſings, I. 
need but to beſeen to be hated ; ſo degrading 
of man, that, like the charms of Circe, 
it transforms him to a ſwine ! 


Wr, What would you think of a prince, 


the ſon and heir of a mighty monarch, 


whoſe depravity of taſte and manners, in- 


ſtead of enkindling him to a reliſh of men 


and exerciſe ſuitable to his birth, ſhould 
ſcandalize his royalty, by a mean and vi- 
cious inclination, to participate the loweſt 
amuſements and mingle with the moſt 
vulgar aſſociates? And yet there is not a 
Chriſtian begzar who leads a profligate 
life, and wallows in vice, but acts more 
out of character, and puts a greater affront 
on his manhood; who doth not deviate 
more from the end of his creation, and 
more diſappoint the expectation of HEA“ 

. vEN. 


+ Vice is a monſter, of ſuch frightful mein, 


Ag, to be hated, needs but to be ſeen. 
a Eſſay on Man. 
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VEN, For he is born to a crown immor- 
tal! has angels for brothers! and the KING 
of Glory for a Father! his breath of life 
is the Spirit of Gop! and his body the 
likeneſs of his MAKER! And if it be high 
treaſon to deface the image of earthly 
royalty, minted upon droſs; what muſt 
it be to disfigure the MajesTY of HEa- 
VEN imprinted on the ſoul? Why, the moſt 
higheſt * of all high treaſon thricefold : 
It is rank rebellion againſt the KING of 
KINGS, and is, if we may be allowed the 
expreſſion, a murder committed on our 
own immortality ! 


Tus you ſee, how eſſentially neceſſary, 
to a capacity of performing his duty, and 
acquitting himſelf with that honour and 
obedience, becoming a child of Gop, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven! it 
is for a man to know himſelf; a knowledge 


of more human benefit and import, than 
all 


A bold ſuperlative authorized by the Pſalmiſt, who hath 
more than once diſtinguiſhed the ALmiGnTy by the ſtyle 
and title of the MogT HiGREST, 
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all the learned erudition of the ſchools! a 
knowledge which never can grow {tale or 
uſeleſs, of equal ſafety and ornament to 
angel, as to man; and what had Satan 
been maſter of, would, in all probavilty; 
have prevented his fall! 


The proper ſtudy, 
ſaith the ſame immortal bard *, 
of mankind is man. 


BuT then the miſtake, as well as the 
misfortune of it, is, that we ſtudy o- 
thers inſtead of ourſelves. Strange to 
think! there Are in the world able to write 
an hiſtory of all their neighbours, who 
know little or nothing of themſelves; who 
have eyes like the lynx to ſpy faults in 
another, and blind to their own failings, 
as the Phariſee in the temple: like ſome 
travellers, who never having toured their 
native country, can give a much better 
account of foreign nations, than the place 
they were born in: or, like painters, who 

have 
# Pope, 


26 A MORAL INQUIRY. 


have every one's picture in the drawing- 
room of their mind, but their own; for 
that they muſt fit, and be obliged to ano- 
ther: from prejudice, ignorance, and va- 
nity, ſo unqualified to portrait their own 
likeneſs, that, ſhould they attempt it, no+ 
body would know jt but themſelves. 


LEARN then, O! man, to ſtudy thyſelſ, 
and from a knowledge of what thou art, 
arrive at a capacity of becoming what 
thou oughteſt to be; which, without that, 
knowledge, thou never canſt attain; and 
with that knowledge, it will hardly be 
poſſible for thee ever to fail. A due re- 
flection on man's high birth and calling, 
the beginning and end of his creation, 
with all their attendant circumſtances, 
will fink into his mind with deeper im- 
preſſion, than the debtor's ſeal upon his 
bond; and enforce a punctual obſervance 
of the obligation, from the eaſe of the con- 
dition: For man's tenure of HEAVEN is 
only a pepper-corn a year during lite ; and 
who would forfeit ſo invaluable a title, 
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for ſo inſignificant a rent-charge? Nay, 
but it 1s leſs: For the Chriſtian charter, 
by which man holds poſſeſſion of Gop's 
immortal grace and favour, only defires 
him to enjoy a world of bleſſings; and 
think with gratitude on the generous BE- 
NEFACTOR. O! yoke of freedom! O! bur- 
then moſt light ! | 
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